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Q: I have 22013 Chrys-
ler 200 with about
24,000 miles. I just make
short trips, usually less
than 2 to 3 miles. I don’t
let my car warm up, and
in the winter, tempera-
tures can sometimes be
in the 20s to 30s. Am I
doing damage to my car?

— G.D, Harleysville, Pa.

A: Yes. Most engine
wear occurs during the
first 10 minutes before it
reaches operating temper-
ature, whether the car is
driven or not. It takes a bit
of time for cold, thicker oil
to reach all parts. Cylinder
walls, for instance, have
little or no oil during initial
start. So combine trips.
Even if you start and stop
repeatedly, the engine is in
hot soak. No damage dur-
ing the next run.




